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Wisconsin Council on Forestry

• Governor Doyle appointed 19 people who represent:
• institutions of higher learning
• state government
• the logging, lumber and paper industries
• conservation organizations; and
• the public

• Purpose: Advisory role on issues
that impact the sustainability of WI
forests and the economic and
social benefits they provide to the
citizens of the state.

• Advise the Governor, legislators,
WDNR
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2004 Governor ’s Conference on Forestry

• Addressed the 7 key themes that was a result of the
Statewide Forest Plan

• Managing the impacts of Changes in Wisconsin's
Land Use and Forest Ownership
– Keeping family forests in forests

• Role of family forests as a supplier of wood to the
industry

• Demographic changes we are seeing with family forest
owners

• Maintaining Wisconsin's Forest Based Economy
– Forest certification
– Increase interest in woody biomass



Crisis or Opportunity?
Sustaining and Strengthening Forest-Based Industries in the Great Lakes Region 4

Wisconsin Council
on Forestry

Keeping Family Forests in Forests
• Family forests hold the largest portion (57%) of Wisconsin’s 16

million acres of forestland and accounts for 55% of the wood
harvested.

Data Sources: USDA FIA Database; Butler, Brett – USDA Forest Service, FIA National Woodlands Owner Survey 2006
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Keeping Family Forests in Forests

• 57% of family forest owners are > 55 years old;
• 53% of this group are 65 or older
• In the next 5-10 years family forests there will be

significant transfer of these lands to new owners
• Who will be these new owners and what to they think

about owning forest land?
• WDNR engaged Catherine Mater of Mater

Engineering to find out

Data Source: 
Butler, B.J. Family forest owners of the United States., 2006.  Gen. Tech. rep. NRS-27  USDA Forest Service 
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Keeping Family Forests in Forests

Data Source: Mater, Catherine, Senior Fellow, The Pinchot Institute– Wisconsin Offspring Survey: Summary of 2007 Interview Results

WI Offpring 2007:
What's very or most important to help maintain fami ly forests?  
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Opportunity - Refocus and change
message to family forest owners

• Over 60% said tax relief as #1 to maintain family
forests

• Over 50% said income for ecosystem services is of
more interest than timber or biomass revenues –
compliment not competitive

• Over 70% said agreement among siblings and kids is
most important - reaching the family not just the
individual

Data Source: Mater, Catherine, Senior Fellow, The Pinchot Institute– Wisconsin Offspring Survey: Summary of 2007 Interview Results
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Forest Certification

17%

43%

32%

8%
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FSC/SFI FSC/ATFS

Data Source: WDNR Wisconsin Certified Acres – June 11, 2008

• Currently 36% or 5.6
million acres

• 2008 Activities
– WI Lands Division – 1 million

acres FSC/SFI
– MFL – 2 million acres FSC
– Other – 310,000 acres FSC

• January 2009 – 44% of WI
or 7.0 million acres
certified

• Opportunity
– Certified products, biomass
– Carbon credits
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Biomass Demand on the Increase

• WI Utility Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS)
• Pellet Plants
• Bio-refinery projects
• Sustainability Concerns

– Supply
– Forest productivity

Data Source: NewPage Energy and WDNR
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Biomass Sustainability – Supply and
Site Productivity
• Supply – Biomass Commodity Exchange (BCEX)

– Concept developed as a white paper in February 2004 as
part of the Council on Forestry Wood Biomass Task Force

– Purpose of the commodity exchange is to increase
efficiency of supply chain providing biomass to the existing
and growing renewable fuels industries

• Forest Productivity – Harvesting Biomass Guidelines
– Council of Forestry and Wisconsin DNR
– Facilitate operational analysis and informed decision-making

regarding the harvest of woody biomass
– December 2008

Information Source: BCEX
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Opportunity??
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Crisis??
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Opportunity or Crisis??
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Opportunity
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THANK YOU

www.council.wisconsinforestry.org


